RC 4
-----QOriginal Message----~
From: Elijah Winrod [mailto:elijahwinrod@yahoo.com] RECEIVED
Sent: Monday, November 01, 2010 3:51 PM T
To: Randall Zarnke NOV U 1 209

Subject: Re: Alaska Trappers Association ,
A BOARDS

My name is Elijah Winrod. POW resident for past 23 yrs .age
31 hunter wolf trapper. _

In response to proposal no. 25 I believe I have some information
that will be helpful regarding the issue of the question of wolf
population & management in unit 2. It is obviously difficult to
determine exact numbers. But from learning from pro wolf
trappers on POW and my personal experience it is not to
difficult to get close estimates,eg ,while deer hunting this yr
(summer fall) alone; in all the usual pack ranges we have been
to so far (i can think of 8 pack ranges visited),Consistently we
have encountered healthy wolf populations estimating av. 5
pups per pack based on large no of pup tracks and scatts and
wolf trail wear etc. concerning some of the statements(in
proposal 25) that the unit 2 wolf pop is an isolated sub spiecies
and being exploited; i do not know of any evidence supporting
this. on the contrary i have read of a state study where a wolf
went from hecetta,( island off the wést coast of pow) to
cleveland peninsula.We personally met a local cayacker who
saw 9 wolf swimming from zarembo island to pow .and recently
a seacucumber diver told us of a large pack he saw on brushy
.(small island halfway between zarembo and pow.)i have
personally seen them swimming numerous times, sometimes
several miles.  Although unit 2 islands define pack ranges to
some degree,from my experience they pretty much come and go
as determined by wolf populations and food sources. ---- As far
as the more recent smaller harvest numbers compared with the
numbers reported in the late nineties, the answer quite simply .
without doubt I believe, is that most of the trappers who were
trapping in the late nineties are no longer trapping.  thank you
to all at this B.O.G .meeting for your time and interest.
Communication between local hunters and trappers and game
manageinent I believe is a vital part to maintain this delicate
balance and healthy numbers of predators and prey. Sincerely

- Elijah Winrod.  phone: 907 -723-3731



 Grateful Dogs
" of Juneau

ATTN: Board of Game Comments
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Boards Support Section

P.O. Box 115526

Juneau, AK 99811-5526

Dear Board of Game:

RC5

P.O. Box 20887
Juneau, AK 99802

www.gratefuldogsofjuneau.org

November 1,2010

RE: Ketchikan Meeting:
Proposal #10: Discretionary Conditions
On Trapping Permits in Juneau

Grateful Dogs of Juneau respectfully submits the attached petition in support of Proposal #10:

Discretionary Conditions on Trapping in Juneau.

We bring it to the Board’s attention for its deliberations at the Ketchikan meet] ng to be held

November 59, 2010.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Vir 74

George Utermohle
President
Grateful Dogs of Juneau



RC5

PETITION TO THE ALASKA BOARD OF GAME
PROPOSAL 10 - Discretionary Conditions on Trapping in Juneau Area

We support, and urge the Board of Game to adopt, Proposal 10: Discretionary Conditions on
Trapping Permits in the Juneau Area. We believe the Department of Fish and Game should
have the authority to establish reasonable conditions for trapping permits in the Juneau area,
when the situation warrants. Proposal 10 is PRO-ACTIVE. Proposal 10 will have no effect on
the ability to engage in lawful trapping in the Juneau area UNLESS AND UNTIL the Department
determines that a situation exist where additional conditions on trapping permits are necessary
to protect the public and trapping activities. The Juneau area is densely populated and contains
many areas used by Juneau families for recreation. Itis a safety issue.
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RC5

PETITION TO THE ALASKA BOARD OF GAME
PROPOSAL 10 - Discretionary Conditions on Trapping in Juneau Area

We support, and urge the Board of Game to adopt, Proposal 10: Discretionary Conditions on
Trapping Permits in the Juneau Area. We believe the Department of Fish and Game should
have the authority to establish reasonable conditions for trapping permits in the Juneau area,
when the situation warrants. Proposal 10-is PRO-ACTIVE. Proposal 10 will have no effect on
the ability to engage in lawful trapping in the Juneau area UNLESS AND UNTIL the Department
determines that a situation exist where additional conditions on trapping permits are necessary
to protect the public and trapping activities. The Juneau area is densely populated and contains
many areas used by Juneau families for recreation. It is a safety issue.
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RC5

PETITION TO THE ALASKA BOARD OF GAME
PROPOSAL 10 - Discretionary Conditions on Trapping in Juneau Area

We support, and urge the Board of Game to adopt, Proposal 10: Discretionary Conditions on
Trapping Permits in the Juneau Area. We believe the Department of Fish and Game should
have the authority to establish reasonable conditions for trapping permits in the Juneau area,
when the situation warrants. Proposal 10 is PRO-ACTIVE. Proposal 10 will have no effect on
the ability to engage in lawful trapping in the Juneau area UNLESS AND UNTIL the Department
determines that a situation exist where additional conditions on trapping permits are necessary
to protect the public and trapping activities. The Juneau area is densely populated and contains
many areas used by Juneau families for recreation. It is a safety issue.
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~ Grateful Dogs
~ of Juneau

ATTN: Board of Game Comments
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Boards Support Section

P.O.Box 115526

Juneau, AK 99811-5526

Dear Board of Game:

RC5

P.O. Box 20887
Juneau, AK 99802

www.gratefuldogsofjuneau.org

November 1, 2010

RE: Ketchikan Meeting:
Proposal #11: Treadwell Ditch
Trail in Juneau Closed to Trapping

The Grateful Dogs of Juneau respectfully submits the attached petitions in support of Proposal

#11: Treadwell Ditch Trail in Juneau Closed to Trapping.

We bring it to the Board’s attention for its deliberations at the Ketchikan meeting to be held

November 5 -9, 2010.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

(Wormetel

George Utermohle
President
Grateful Dogs of Juneau



RC5
PETITION TO THE ALASKA BOARD OF GAME

PROPOSAL 11 - TREADWELL DITCH TRAIL CLOSED TO TRAPPING

We support, and urge the Board of Game to adopt, Proposal 11: closing the Treadwell Ditch
Trail to trapping. The Treadwell Ditch Trail is a frequently used trail that is close to town. The
trail passes near dense residential areas on Douglas and North Douglas Highways. The trail is
undergoing renovations and upgrades and will receive increased year round use. It is a safety
issue for hikers, skiers, parents, dog walkers, bird watchers and others who use the trail.
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RC5

PETITION TO THE ALASKA BOARD OF GAME

PROPOSAL 11 - TREADWELL DITCH TRAIL CLOSED TO TRAPPING

We support, and urge the Board of Game to ;adopt, Proposal 11: closing the Treadwell Ditch
Trail to trapping. The Treadwell Ditch Trail is a frequently used trail that is close to town. The
trail passes near dense residential areas on Douglas and North Douglas Highways. The trail is
undergoing renovations and upgrades and will receive increased year round use. It is a safety
issue for hikers, skiers, parents, dog walkers, bird watchers and others who use the trail.
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PETITION TO THE ALASKA BOARD OF GAME

RC 5

PROPOSAL 11 - TREADWELL DITCH TRAIL CLOSED TO TRAPPING

We support, and urge the Board of Game to adopt, Proposal 11: closing the Treadwell Ditch
Trail to trapping. The Treadwell Ditch Trail is a frequently used trail that is close to town. The
trail passes near dense residential areas on Douglas and North Douglas Highways. The trail is
undergoing renovations and upgrades and will receive increased year round use. Itisa safety

issue for hikers, skiers, parents, dog walkers, bird watchers and others who use the trail.
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RC5
PETITION TO THE ALASKA BOARD OF GAME

PROPOSAL 11 - TREADWELL DITCH TRAIL CLOSED TO TRAPPING

We support, and urge the Board of Game to adopt, Proposal 11: closing the Treadwell Ditch
Trail to trapping. The Treadwell Ditch Trail is a frequently used trail that is close to town. The
trail passes near dense residential areas on Douglas and North Douglas Highways. The trail is
undergoing renovations and upgrades and will receive increased year round use. It is a safety

issue for hikers, skiers, parents, dog walkers, bird watchers and others who use the trail. |
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Grateful Dogs
of Juneau

ATTN: Board of Game Comments
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Boards Support Section

P.O. Box 115526

Juneau, AK 99811-5526

Dear Board of Game:

RC5

P.O. Box 20887
Juneau, AK 99802

www.gratefuldogsofjuneau.org

November 1, 2010

RE: Ketchikan Meeting:
Proposals #10 & #11: Treadwell Ditch
Trail in Juneau Closed to Trapping

The Grateful Dogs of Juneau respectfully submits the attached petitions in support of

Proposal #10: Discretionary Conditions on Trapping Permits in Juneau

Proposal #11: Treadwell Ditch Trail in Juneau Closed to Trapping.

We bring these petitions to the Board’s attention for its deliberations at the Ketchikan meeting to

be held November 5 — 9, 2010.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

Georfe Utermohle

President
Grateful Dogs of Juneau
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RC 6
ATTN: Board ef Game Comuents Dates Oetoher 28, 2010
Alagka Drepoyiment of Fish snd Game
Baards Sapport Ssction Hromt Kathryn Montgomery
PO, Box 115528 Phone: 907 228-8112
Juneae, AK 9981 1-5626
Faxt 807-463-6004 45 year Ketchikan Alagkan resident

2.810: Close the Baghy Creck/Whittaan Lake Hatehery area to bear hunting: T sm in
support ot ﬂns proposal for the same reasans lsted for Proposal 4« 5 AAC 22,510

PROPOBAL 18« 8 AAC 82,510 Close the Dog Salivon Creel Wildlite Viewing wrea to besr bunting in Unit 2.1
am fn support of thiz proposal for the same reagons listed for Proposal 4« 5 AAC 92,510

92,510 ¥ pon in support of Proposal 4 slosing Margaret Creek i ‘Fraliors Cove fo hear
‘huntmg. '1"0 sxmpiif‘y t ;e: aren closed 10 huntiteg, it should read the samé ag at the Anan Creek Roar hunting closure:

, g of Margaret Graek dowstsesyn from the mouth of Margaret Lake
m*ludmg mg ggg within one mile vedivs from the month of Margaret Creek outlet i cloved to hunting

For review, Anan was ¢losed to Black bear hunting in 1939 and to hrown bear huntlng In 1998, Wher the Ansu
Craek proposal came up for review in 1996, the ADF&EG s tecanmnendation to the Board of Game veted to adopt
this closurs, While the 2010 ADF&G resonmendations to the Roard of Game stats “no racommendation” with
regpeot 1o Proposal 4, in the Black Bear Mmagmeut reports of 2001 and 2007, the ADFE&L reports that “Musgacet
Crack is a contentious area.” Furthor steting “that these have been saveral clashes with bunters and besr viewers
during the past several years and that this site received more complaints 10 the Tongass USFY Supervizor then any
nther site in all of 8B Alagka.

As a lifetime rasident and from a family of hunters, althongh noe bear hunters, T do wnderstand the desire and
pleasura of the Inating lifestyle. Howsver, the BOG needs 1o address the dwindling bear nombers and the oross
utilization use of areas for both the safety of'peopls and the tme ypinit of humting,

With this in mind The Alaska Board of Game noeds 1o address the escalating problems that exist at Margaret Crask
Batween, the two usey groups, bear hunters and bear viewers, The problems ineluds but are tot thnited 1o
" Dwindling Bear Populations, Saftty, Tncompatibility, Habituated Bears, Basy Access to Hunting and Boonornios,

Dwindling Benx Popndationg: Harvest date for Traftors Cove ghow not-resident hunting to geoomt Sir 409 of the
harvest there frot 2000 to present. (38 of 78 bears in 11 years) Adklitionally the ADFAG report that
trangpoxters sre itcresing in Unit 1A, which {s supportive of non-resident hunters, These management
repocts alsa address the long tetm results of logging md the subsequesnt deslines in baar populations,
Margaret Crook/Taitors Cove iy an aren that has seen extensive logging. The report states “second growth
stands at many previously logeed Revilla Teland sites are now resohing the stetn exclusion stage and
ADF&G expeets productivity of this habitat to decline resulting in lower bour densities.” Margaret Crack
ts one such an area, Supportivg declives in populations, tha 2030 Bear Tratle raposts the public (field
biologists, Jocal residents, bunting guides, tour opérators, transporters, Iocal hunters) are increasingly
voicing coneerns aboui chronds fow bear numbere compared W 10-15 vears sgo. The lack of bears at
Margaret coukd mean an annual stonorat loss to Ketchikan of over $1.2 million,

Safefy: There are approximately 60 visitors per day (or 3436 persons per year) permitted by the USES to visit the
Margaret Creek bear viewlng ohservatory wite, Asconding 1o the TISFS shout 17% of the total besr viewing visitors
to Margaret ate nop permitted local residents. That could bring the bear viewsr coum up to 7 persons o any given
oy, With thiz number of people it the ares it i only & matter of time before someone 18 injured elther by a stray
bullet or & wounded bear. Some research has shown that 2 wounded buar may act ageressively towards people or
abandon the ares sl together, (BOG S 1996 Proposal 16/G1lbert 1993) SONYOS

@0g 8z on
OEAIZDT -
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"

nmmngtibhﬁly t Bear uning and bsar viswing gotivities ars a dangerous and incongruent mix. It is diffienlt §Dr
bent viewers to nnderstend why the State of Alaska Board of Game still allows humtlng in this acea.

ted Beaps: “Habitnsted boars ave characterized by a lack of responss to hutman presence o
activity. " Aumiller 1994) “It is unclear whether all hears that broome habiturted to people in viewing acens ars
more suscepiible w hunting mortality elsewhere” (Titus 1995) The potential hazards of allowing hunting near 2 beac
viewing nbservatory warrants 2 alosurs of bear honting within the Margaret Creck watershod. Aacerding to the
USFS, conslstency of bear-human aterastions is an importantpuidsline for management for bear viewing areas,
“Humanre who interact with benes should behave consistently and hornogenons TANAZEMANt SoOUrEges consistans
behavior.” (Ammitlor 1994), Viewing bears i an aven whers the bomr population is also kunted does not appear 10 be
sompatible wnder the circumstances now prosent at Mavgaret Creek, If Margaret Craek wera elosed to bear huniting,
huiters in the area will bensfit by not having nepative renctions expressed by vigitors when they leasn that beats,
being habituatsd to huraan presensce, may slso b unted in the same ares.

Easy Aceess fo Hunters: ADF&G records findloate that bear hunters tend to targetooncenteaty it atens whete
acees is easy and bears conpregate, The ADP&EG harvest records show from beginning in Tanuary 1, 2600 through
Crtober 22, 2010 there huve baen 844 black bears haevested in Unit 14 or an average of 76 bears par yoar, .
“Hunters harvast bears throughout Usde 1A, althonyh the Wghest harvests continga to come from WAA'S
405(Thome Avt), 406 {Carroll Jnlet), 407 {George Inlet), aud 510 QTW Revilla Tslands which includes Traitors
Cove)” (Black Bear Mansgement Report 2007). Ower the same tive period, Famuary 1, 2000 - Outober 22, 2010,
78 bears have been harvested inthe Traitors Crve IMargaret Criok srea an average of 7 bears potyenr, 7 bears per
year pepresents 109 of all boars harvested antwally {n Ui 1A aee being taken from Traitors Cove (Harvast Units
904, 1004 &1005). There sre at least 104 rinor harvest uaits alogothar in Unit 1A, Margaret Creelc offers sagy
aooess for hunters with 5 dcrck, a rond system and congregating beare on the salman stream, If 10% of a1l bears
hatvested in Unit 1A are coming Rom Traltors Cove, this demonstrates that they aro nsing areas that have cagy
gcce%. Closing enly the Margaret Creek drainage to baar umting would still feave mom of Traltors Cove open to
nnting.

Epompndes: The US Figh and Wildlife published a doeumsnt in July 2008 entitled “Wildlife Watching in the US:
The Beonomic Impacts on Natlonal and State Boonomies in 2006, This docutment states “Wildlife relavad-
experditures in 2006 were $45.7 billion, Expendinges on wildlifs watehing sre equivalent fo the amount of rovenue
ffom all spectator sports (Tootball, bassball, and other sports) all amusrament parks, snd aeades, casinos (except
casino hotels), bowling centers and skiing facilives, Nearly a thivd of the US popalation, 71 million peaple, nfoyed
wildlife watching in 2006, This s mote this 4 times greater than attendanee of all National Leagne Poothall teams
during the 2006 season. Expenditires ripplad through the eoonomy generating more than $122 billion in total
industry output and 1,063,482 jobs. Tho more than 1 million jobs supported Iy wildlifs watchers sre almost thros
times the mmaber of people who work for the U8 Postal Service. The magnitude of the scononsdo impact proves that
wildlifes watching is-a major foree, driving billions in spending aroutd the sountry, These econcemic impacts san ha
the life blood of'a local economy, Rural aveas can atfract thovsands of wildlife waichers cach year, ponerating
miltions of dollers.” Wildlifie watchers inoreased 24% fom 2001 10 2006 aud Trip Related Expenditnros imereased
38% from 20012008, This report invludes o table listiog the top ten states of economic putpat, Alaska is niot on the
list, In fact 34 states mnka more rovonue bn wildlife watchlag than Alaska. In 2006, of the total Wildlife-Watching
Baonomis Expenditres Alaska sgw Tess than 1% of the §122 billon generated i the entire TS,

The demand for wildlifis viewing is growing and the current dermand. far exceods the opportunitiea, It is thne Alaska
supparted its wildlife viewing infrastructure and bopome proastive in protesting a vital resourca for ita future, the
beursl

Over the years as logzing has diminished on the Tongass, many businesses in Ketohikan have ovolved to depend on
towrisnt, The Kotehikan Vistines Bureau reports that 1,000,232 tourists visited Ketehikan in 2009, Thers are
humdreds of Ketchikan businesses directly wnd indireotly involved in tourism, ineluding Jand, sea and air tonr
companies. Currently thore are 10 air taxl businesses operating in Ketchikan cmploying approximately 213 people,
Additionatly there are many ancillary businesses who depend on and benefit greatly fiom the afr taxi companies.
They include but are not limited w ingorance companles, aviation maintenanse, vetail fisel companics, advertishe &
promational companies, office supply compsnics, publie wtilities, Independent tour salagman, loral property texes,
Heensing and pennitting fees, the et gonn on, Adr taxi business is one of ansportation, wensporiation of locals,
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loggers, touristy, hunters, ete. The amomat of alr toxi revenoe dollars generated during the summier months
transporting toutlsts for bear viewing excends the dollars generated, over the eutive vear, from general transportation
of Jocals, The combined potential xévenue dollats to Ketoldkan adr taxl companies frorn alf ihe bear viewlng
nbsurvatories i this area Inchuding Polk InlerDog Salmon Creek, Margaret Creeld/ Traitors Cove, Anan Bay and
Neete Bay amounts to over $4.2 million snualty, The following nuabers weve gbained from the USFY data and
published bear viewing tour prices,

Dog Salmon/Polk Tnlet 1600 visitors ($365 por peestm x 1600 = $584,000)
Traitors CoveMargaret Creck 3436 visibors ($3635 per person x 4000 = §1,254,140)
Angn Creek 384 visitors ($489 prr person x 384 = $147,456)
Neets Bay . _8000 visitory (£363 per perron x 8000 2 $2 520000
Totals for Bear Viewlng 13,410 visitors  $4,505,396 fote) roveme dollars

The AK Rainforest/Engle Creek Iand based 2our operation states they have 16,000 visitors who go to Herring Cove
for beur viewing at $100 per person x 16,000 « §1,600,000, This brings the total bear viewing visitors np 28,410
and the reverms dollars for Ketehikmuup to $6,505,596, This amount doss vt inokde ather Jand based or boat
bagad operstors who conduct bearfwildlife watehing tonrs,

Keotehikan may have the Targast bear viewing potential in the entire state, Wildlife viewing, in particular bear
viewing, is a vital resource that we cannot afford 1o lose, Supporting and promoting bear viewing facilities and their
nfrastruetire will help to ensure the fiture of Kelchilean's soonamis stabiliny,

Consiugiony Acoording to Alaska Statuts A 16.05.221 (B} which stabes that the Board of Game exists “For the
purposed of the conservatian and development of the game teaources of the sate™ and, according to Regulations of
the Board of Game Managoement Requirements, Alaskn Statate AB 16.05.255 (1), "Tho setting apart of game
reterves, tefuges and sanctuaries in the water or on fhe land of the state over which it has jucladiotion.” 1 it is tme
that the Board of Game existy fo conserve rogouroes and that the first item on the Board of Game management
requirements is to set asids refliges or sanctunries, then it xeost be tras that the Board of Game's responathitity 1 1o
toatiage the gatne nat only for hunters bk for a1l the user groups fn Alaska., According 10 the Outdoor Industry
Foundation 2 census done in 2005 indicates that within the state of Alaska there are 235,000 residents (or 46% of the
population) whe participate i wildlife viewlng and 70,776 residents (or 14% of the population) who participate i
haanting, The vat majorily of Tavd in Alaska is open to bear hunting. Pragently there ars very few closed acteages.
In all of the Tongass” 22 million scres only Pack Creek (Closed in 1984) and Anan Creek (elosed in 1939 & 1996)
are olosed to huntfang, Due to Tack of bears, bear viewing has dropped significantly at Margaret Creek Olservatory,
Dog Salmon Observatory and Whitman Hatchery snough to thresten the fature of bear viewing in these arcas,
Betting aside established bear viewihg observatorias such as Margaret Crosk from bear hunting addresses the noeds
of i user grovp in the Ketehikan as well s ensuring n portion of Ketchikan's eootomic future by providing for the
viewing of bears in safaty. Allowing the status quo hnntheg at Margaret will no Jonger suffice. These problems
st be sddressed, '

Alagkn Board of Game: 1996 Proposal 16-5 AAC 92.510{2)(A) Unit 1B Anan Creek Closed Ares

ADF&G Board of Game Recommendations; Octeber 1996 Proposal 16; Department Resommendation: Arend and
Adopty This proposal was adopted by the Board of Game and amended with the coliaboration of ADF&G and the
USFS district rangey in Wrangell,

ADFE&G Urdt 1A Black Bear Harvest fecords 2000-2010

ADF&G 2001 & 2087 Black Bear Manappment repotts

Auiller, LI, 1994 “Management of MeNedl River $tate Game Satowary”

Bear Trails 2010, MNews from ADFLG
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' butdoor Incustry Foundution: “The Active Cudaor Racreation Economy a $730 Billion Contdbution to the
Econpnyy™ Fall 2006 {Data was collected by Southwick Assootates Ino.y spectalizes in qualifying the economics of
fish, wildlife and outdoor related activitios for govertanent agencles and industry)

Published fnternet Prichug
Tits, K., 1993 “Managing bears as both game and non-game™

U8 Fish and Wildlife Sexvice; huly 2008 “Wildlifs Watching in the 18: The Economiy Impascts of National and
State Beonomios 2606" .

USES 2010 Avan Season Review: Bear Monitoring xecords

VSFS Bpecial Usa Parmils records, Kotohikan-Misty Fiords Ranger Distriet

TOTAL P84
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chatrman Judking and Board of Game

As the trapping representative 1o the Bitka AC, | had many thoughts about Proposal 31 {ta prohibit the
uge of sirall traps for taking walf and wolvaring), As lam also the committee chairman and was
chairing the rmesting the night that we discussed this proposal | felt eonstrained by my dutles as
chalrrman to not ralse all of my cancerns, as soma of them might be percelved as inappropriataly
Influential for the chairman to bring forth. Hence | will use this forum insteadl.

My concerns have to do with the premise of the need for this proposal, The proposal statemant Implies
that enforcemant parsonnet are currently unable to routinely cite somebody far targeting marten or
mink whett the sersons for these animals Is closed i the wolf or wolverine sgason & open, This seems
absurd from the point of view of somebody with 8 basic undarstanding of trapping, as the tachnigues
(and as the proposal mentions, stze of traps) used are complately differant, There waould be little doubt
In the inind of 8 trapper or a knowledgeable enforcement officer who came across sarmebody’s erapling,
a8 to Whether the target spacles was marten or @ wolvetine, That being satd, | can understand that o
judge with no knowledge of trapping might not know the difference and this coufd make (4 diffleult for
tha enforcement persannel 4o da their job.

Nonetheloss, if this s the lesue that the praposalis intending to address, It falls 1o do. The proposer
apparantly hes overloaked the fact thet squirrel trapplng season is genarally open #ll year round
throughout Southeast. Unlike when trapping for wolf or wolverine, a trappar who i6 trying to chteh
syuiree) would typlcally wse traps vary similar to those used for vk or marten. Also, leaning pole sets,
tree boxes and ground cubbles are all effective sets for marten and squirrel alike, If enforcement is
currently unable 1 make a sitation hold up when a marten poacher claims to be trapping for wolf or
waolvering, haw likaly is 1t that the citation will stand when the poacher claims 1o be trapping for
selrral?

For this reasan, | suggast that the Board take no action or this propasal on the grounds thatitis
ineffective and hence neadlassly complicatas the regulation book

Thank you,

Tad Fujioka
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Cliff Judkins, Chair

Alaska Board of Game

¢/o Alaska Department of Fish and Game

Boards Support Section

P.0. Box 115526
Juneau, AK 99811-5526

Dear Mr. Judkins,

1 am writing on behalf of The National Humane Education Society (NHES) and its nearly
400,000 members nationwide, many of whom are Alaska residents, to urge the Alaska
Board of Game to protect the black bears of Alaska and not legalize trapping them.

As a nonprofit organization that promotes the humane treatment of all animals, NHES
strongly objects to hunting and trapping for either sport or trophy because neither serves
any human sutrvival need and is inherently cruel. Some hunting advocates argue that
hunting is necessary to control wildlife population and to prevent wildlife from
destroying the environment via overfeeding. NHES contends that in most instances
ample forage exists to support the wildlife population, and nature has provided natural
controls over population growth: as animals increase in numbers, reproduction
decreases.

For these reasons, we urge you to protect the black bears of Alaska. We urge the Board to
not legalize trapping them.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. NHES will continue to work for animal
welfare and responsible and humane communities nationwide.

Forthe, Ammals

<M s €4 Lb\oﬁw

Glnnl R. Maurer
umate Education Assistant

NATIONAL OFFICE: " PROGRAM: APBFILIATE: PROGRAM:
P.O. Box 340 SPAY TODAY PEACE PLANTATION : BRIGGS ANIMAL
CuarvesTown, WV 25414-0340 P.O. Box 340 ANIMAL SANCTUARY ADOPTION CENTER
PuoNE 304/725-0506 Cuaries Town, WV 25414-0340 12752 Srate Hwy, 206 P.O. Box 1023
Fax 304/725-1523 Phone 304/728-8330 Warton, NY 13856-2327 CHARLES TOwN, WV 25414-1023
www.nhes.org Fax 304/724-6765 PHONE 607/865-5759 PHONE 304/724-6558
www.spay-today.org . Fax 607/865-6334 Fax 304/724-6765

WWW.ppasny.org www.baacs.org
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If you are looking for an affordable black
bear and Sltka blacktall hunt in Alaska,

D e mtied ' jEasine. may be
your man. A hunt expedltor on Prince of
Wales Island, Alaska, he will completely
set you up for a five-day, six night hunt for
both animals for only $1,895 for two people
- that's $948 per person for a week of
W hunting and/or fishing.

A word about Prince of Wales Island is in
order first. PWI, as it is called, lies in the
very southeastern corner of Alaska. It is the
third largest island under the American flag,
with only Hawaii and Kodiak beating it out
on size. It is also heavily forested, with low
coastal mountains. Add a prolific fishery
and an active logging operation (which
means there are lots of logging roads and
clearcuts at various stages of regrowth) and
you have the perfect place to stalk black
bears and Sitka blacktail deer.

The bear density on Prince of Wales Island
(Game Management Unit 2) is estimated at
1.4 to two bears per square mile. That

populatl‘ons in the United States. Hard
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numbers on deer are unavailable, but
Alaska Fish & Game Wildlife Biologist
Boyd Porter says the island supports a
healthy population of Sitka blacktails as
well. Although the coastal forest here is
thick and heavily tangled in places, any
hunter in good physical shape should be
able to tag a bear or a buck on an on-your-
own hunt.

I say on-your-own hunt because that's what
you will get from SENGGEER—=E He is not a
hunting guide, and under Alaska game laws
he is not allowed to accompany you to the
field, help you track a wounded animal or
retrieve your game from the woods.

Facilitators: Alaska Department Of Fish And Game; EiisEEDisy: / EEEENS>
Snmwiscpinimeninasnialinies

Want to read the rest of this article?
Subscribe Now To The Hunting Report with E-mail Extra

Subscribe to The Hunting Report with E-mail Extra.
(Get immediate online access to this and 6,237 similar
articles.)

Current Newsletter Subscribers:
Click Here To Upgrade To E-mail Extra.

Related Articles

Country State Title Game Sought

United Reviewing R & R Guide Service  Sheep, Dall; Bear, Gi

g e Alaska Hunts For Alaska Bears, Moose Bear, Black; Moose;
tates And Sheep Bear, Brown; Caribo

. : Moose; Bear, Brown:
United Alaska 75-Inch Moose Taken In Alaska Grizzly; Bear, Black;
States . Wolverine

United Alaska A New Sport For Blacktail Deer  Deer, Blacktail

States

A Recommendation For An
United , e e ond e Bear, Brown; Bear, (
States Alaska Alaska Bear, Moose and Dall Moose; Sheep, Dall

Sheep Hunt



-1

Public Comments of Jack Davies — Co-Sponsor of Proposal #4

My name is Jack Davies. I am a lifelong (63 year) resident of Ketchikan. My
family has resided here for over 100 years and has been in business in Ketchikan
for 93 years.

I am speaking in favor of Proposal #4 related to restricting black bear hunting in
the immediate vicinity of the bear viewing area at Margaret Creek, in Traitors’
Cove.

Ketchikan used to be a timber town. Timber has been reduced to a secondary
factor in our local economy. Like it or not, tourism is a growing and increasingly
significant factor in keeping Ketchikan going. The income derived from tourism is
indispensible to maintaining a healthy economy for us. Bear viewing is an
important facet of Ketchikan’s attraction to our visitors. Thousands of people
come here each year specifically to see bears. Last summer many visitors to the
bear viewing platform on Margaret Creek failed to see a single bear. If it continues
much longer, this situation will ultimately result in a reduction in sales for local
tour operators and an overall reduction in income to the Ketchikan economy.

In reviewing the comments submitted to the Board regarding the various proposals
presented, it is clear that almost everyone agrees that the bear population in
southern SE Alaska is declining. A restriction on the taking of black bears in the
Traitor’s Cove area could only have a positive impact on that bear population. It is
the charge of the Board of Game to conserve game and to allocate game between
users. Bear viewers and their transporters are a legitimate user group 'and they
deserve you consideration. '

Of course tourists are not the only people who visit this area to view bears. Locals,
my wife and I among them, are very frequent users of the float, buoy, and
anchorages in the Traitors’ Cove area. 1 would estimate that several hundred
Ketchikan residents come to this location to view bears each summer.

Bear viewers and bear hunters, each legitimate user groups, are nevertheless not
compatible and should not be using the same area for their very divergent
purposes. We are asking for a very, very small portion of the island to be reserved



for viewing. Black bear hunting would still be allowed, during the appropriate
seasons, on the vast majority of the island.

While I understand that safety is not in your purview, it should certainly be
contemplated when considering this allocation between user groups. Allowing
hunting in close proximity to an area which is attracting large numbers of bear

viewers does not make good sense.

Thank you for this opportunity. I appreciated your consideration.



